
First teaching of two 
year linear GCSEs.

Entry restricted to 
students certificating 
in 2013. 

This exam series is 
no longer available.

X

Exams from Jan 
13 will include a 
requirement for SPaG 
(English Literature, 
History, Geography 
and RS only). 

Entry restricted to 
students certificating 
in 2013. Final summer 
exam series for 
modular GCSEs.

Draft specifications 
for new GCSEs 
available*.

Exams are available 
for English, English 
Language and Maths 
only. Final opportunity 
to certificate using 
units taken in a 
previous series 
(provided that the 
terminal requirement 
is satisfied).

GCSEs available as 
linear qualifications 
only.

Entry restricted to 
students certificating 
in 2013. 

This exam series is 
no longer available.

X

Accredited 
specifications for new 
GCSEs* available.

GCSEs available as 
linear qualifications 
only.

Start teaching all 
phase two GCSE** 
specifications.

This exam series, 
and all subsequent 
November exam 
series, are a resit 
opportunity only, 
available for English, 
English Language and 
Maths only. Linear 
assessment only.

Start teaching new 
GCSE* specifications.

First assessment of 
new GCSEs*. 

Final exams for 
current GCSEs in 
English Language, 
English Literature and 
Maths.

First assessment of 
all other new GCSEs**.

This is the last 
opportunity to resit 
current English, 
English Language 
and Maths. Linear 
assessment only.
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Final assessment for 
current GCSEs in 
phase two subjects.
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Timeline for changes
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GCSEs are being reformed in two phases – phase one subjects include English Language, 
English Literature and Maths. These subjects will be reformed for first teaching in 
September 2015. 

Phase two subjects include Sciences, History, Geography and Languages and will be 
available for first teaching in September 2016.

X = exam series discontinued / unavailable
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* 	 The GCSEs being reformed for first teaching in September 2015 are English Language, English Literature and Maths. 
These are referred to as phase one subjects. 

** The GCSEs being reformed for first teaching in September 2016 are Sciences, History, Geography and Languages. 
This timeline is correct as of September 2013.  
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Don’t forget to keep your details up to date so 
you get the information you need. 
Visit aqa.org.uk/updateme


